







0014 -105A Avenue — 429-3470 
‘or men not on assistance 
‘Monday to Friday 7:00 to 7:45 a.m. break- 
fast 
12:00 - 12:45 p.m. - lunch 

5:00 to 5:45 p.m. — supper 
"Weekends 11:00 — 11:45 a.m. - breakfast 
ee : 4:00 — 4:45 p.m. — supper 










1. House of Refuge Mission 
9-95 Street 
ly—8 p.m. — meal 
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6. The Mustard Seed 

10635-96 Street - 426-5600 

Monday to Friday — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. supper 
Saturday — 5 p.m. -— supper 

Zero tolerance of alcohol 


7. Operation Friendship 

9526-106 Avenue — 429-2626 

Monday to Friday — 9:00 a.m. — breakfast 

Monday to Sunday — 12 noon — 
5:00 p.m. — supper 

For seniors over 55 only 


lunch 


8. Red Road Healing Centre — 471-3220 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. — soup and ban- 
nock 


9. Salvation Army 
9619-101 Avenue-— 429-4274 
Fridays — 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. — breakfast 


10. St Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9606-110 Avenue — 426-1122 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 7:00 

a.m Breakfast 


11. St. Faith’s Anglican Church - 

parish hall 

11725-93 Street — 477-5931 

Thursday — 12:00 noon — soup 

Saturday — 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. —breakfast 
3rd Friday of the month — 7:00 p.m. — supper 


ups That Provide Meals 








12. Emmaus Church 
5015- 144 Avenue — 275-1647 
Monday — 4:45 to 6:00 p.m. — meal 


13. Women’s Emergency Accommodation 
Centre 

9611-101A Avenue — 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. 

If not, bag lunch is given 

14. Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
1161- 95 A Street — 479-1860 

Thursdays, 6:25 p.m. soup 


15. Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209-123 Street 482-1587 

Second Saturday of each month 
January to November, 5:00 p.m. - meal 


16. Jasper Place Health and Wellness 
Centre 

15210 — Stoney Plain Road — 481-4001 
Mondays — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. — meal 


17. One Accord Bible Fellowship Church 
10802 — 93 Street - 425-6310 
Saturdays, 10:00 to 1:00 p.m. meals 


18. Boyle Street Community Co-operative 
10116-105 Avenue — 424-4106 


19. Inner City Pastoral Ministry 
at Bissell Centre 
Sunday, 12:00 noon - Lunch 
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Code of Ethics 


Edmonton Street News reserves the 
right to refuse publication of any 
article and/or ad at the discretion of 
the board of Edmonton Street News 
Society. 


We will not trivialize 
poverty in any way. 


We practice sound journalism with 
respect to FOIP legislation and 
respect for the privacy of the persons 
portrayed in stories and 
photographs. 


The views presented in this 


_ tion are those 
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The High Cost of Having a Home 





Over the past three months, I’ve been 
confronted three times by notices of “immedi- 
ate” termination of natural gas by Direct 
Energy. The first of those bills came in 
January, and although I had expected to see 
a double bill, I hadn’t expected it to be so 
huge. It wasn’t paid in December because 
that’s when the alternator went on the car 
and had to be replaced. I work at two part 
time jobs — one doing relief shifts at group 
homes, the other teaching group exercise 
classes at the YMCA. Those classes, however, 
were cancelled for two weeks during the 
Christmas/New Year season, and because I 
am paid by the hour with no holiday pay, my 
January paycheck was very small, so the bill 
couldn’t be paid in January either. 

If you are collecting welfare, or receiving 
AISH checks, you can take those piled up 
bills to your worker to have them taken care 
of, but I don’t have a worker — just me. I’m 
one of the “working poor”. My take home 
income for my husband and myself is 
between $700 to $1,000 less than the 
amount received in AISH checks by the com- 
mon-law couples selling Edmonton Street 
News. Although he is unable to work, 
because we are legally married, my man can't 
collect medical welfare while living with me. 

My daughter goes to Families First meet- 
ings, and asked them about help for the 
Direct Energy bill since we have a shared 
house with me living on one side and her on 
the other. They said to contact St. Vincent de 
Paul Society. I called them, and left a mes- 


sage on their answering machine. Within a 
day, they called back and after speaking to 
me on the phone, said they would come by 
and pick up my bill and pay the overdue 
amount. That Friday, two volunteers came to 
get the bill. A few days later, I got the receipt 
in the mail to show they had paid the over- 
due amount of $290 but that I still owed for 
January. 

I thought I had a month to tackle the 
remainder of the bill, so I was shocked when 
my February bill came, and it had grown to 
over $1,000 dollars. There was no record of 
any payment on it other than $100 I had 
paid early in January, and an accompanying 
notice said, “Immediate” cut off. I called 
Direct Energy to stall for a week to tackle the 
overdue part — now over $600, and they had 
tacked on a “Security Deposit” of $170 as 
well because the bill was so far overdue. I 
called St. Vincent de Paul as well, and left a 
message. They called back, and then their 
volunteers went to straighten out the misap- 
plied payment at the bank where it had been 
made. I paid the current amount, and 
thought it was all taken care of. 

The March bill was again nearly $1,000 
and again accompanied by an “immediate” 
cut off of services. I called Direct Energy, and 
they had a note on my file about the misdi- 
rected payment, but it had not yet been 
received. They said I could have until April 
4th to get the overdue amount paid up. In 
the meantime, I’ve taken on an extra relief 
shift each week, so eventually the bill will be 
taken care of. 

But there is a limit to how much extra 
work I can take on since I have no medical 
coverage other than Alberta Health Care to 
pay for prescriptions if I get sick, and no paid 
sick leave. Twice in the last two years my 
family doctor wrote notes for me to apply for 
medical welfare for stress leave, but I had to 
toss them in the wastebasket. I know I could- 
n't live on $700 a month since my husband 
and I are barely making it on $1,200 to 
$1,600 a month. Like a hamster on a wheel, 
I just keep on going, juggling the monthly 
bills, with no paid vacations, and no money for 
emergencies. 

By Linda Dumont 


Statement of the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on adequate housing 


My mission to Canada took place from 9 
to 22 October 2007. For this session, I am 
presenting a preliminary note on this mis- 
sion. I regret that the full report could not 
be made available for this session. 

My mission focused on four main 
themes: homelessness, women’s right to 
adequate housing, Aboriginal populations’ 
adequate housing and the possible impact of 
the 2010 Olympic Games on the right to 
adequate housing in Vancouver. 

While the definitive conclusion and rec- 
ommendations will be contained in the final 
report, I believe that Canada should revert 
back to policies that in the past had allowed 
the country to achieve remarkable housing 
successes. Although a majority of the popu- 
lation may be adequately housed, there is 
evidence that a significant number of people 
live in inadequate housing, under great 
financial stress to pay their housing. Data in 
regard to homelessness and poverty sug- 
gests that more people - and increasingly 
from the middle-income class - will face the 
problems of adequate housing, especially in 
terms of affordability. There is also an 
urgent need to intensify efforts with respect 
to the grave housing conditions faced by 
numerous indigenous peoples in both rural 
and urban areas in the country, including 
direct threats due to resource extraction that 
I have witnessed during my visit to the 
Lubicon community in the province of 
Alberta. 

As a very wealthy country, with signifi- 





cant surplus in federal budget, immediate 
attention is required for the most vulnerable 
part of the population living in inadequate 
housing and living conditions. There is no 
justification for not massively engaging in 
the improvement of the situation of all those 
that face inadequate housing and living con- 
ditions throughout Canada. 

I welcome the detailed response that I 
received from the Canadian authorities on 
my preliminary observations and would like 
to assure the government that these will be 
reflected in my mission report. 


By Mr. Miloon Kotharil 
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900-unit Social Housing Development 


The city of Edmonton is planning a major 
900-unit housing development called Boyle 
Renaissance to serve homeless and at-risk 
people in the downtown area. 

City staff are trying to buy land in a two- 
block site east of Edmonton police headquar- 
ters to create an area where non-profit agen- 
cies could establish housing and other serv- 
ices. 

Among the projects that might be on the 
site are: 

-a 150-unit Edmonton YMCA transition- 
al-housing "village," with half the units 
reserved for families; 

- a long-term-care residence run by 
Capital Health; 

- a new Inner-City High School with 
attached 75-bed residence for students; 

- housing for aboriginal elders; and 

- housing for the physically handicapped. 

The mayor formally announced the Boyle 
Renaissance project and outlined a 30-year 
vision for downtown. The Boyle project has 
been kept under wraps until now in an 
attempt to keep land prices down in the area 
between 96th and 95th Streets, and from 
103A Avenue north to the LRT tracks that 
the city is attempting to buy. The project 


Planned for City Core 


would be just north of The Quarters, the 
ambitious plan to turn a run-down 18-block 
area of east downtown into housing and 
shops. One goal of the Boyle Renaissance is 
to provide housing for people who may be 
dislocated from rooming houses as The 
Quarters builds out. 

Walter Trocenko, the city's strategic serv- 
ices manager, is hoping that when residents 
hear the plan in greater detail, they'll get 
behind it. "This is exciting," Trocenko said. 
“Having a high school, aboriginal seniors, 
families and perhaps a long-term care centre 
in the same area could create positive syner- 
gies.” But finding the money to buy the land 
and to fund the various agencies that might 
locate on the land is going to be the biggest 
challenge since the land is very expensive - 
"We're talking literally millions of dollars," he 
said. 

Former councillor Michael Phair, who 
was deeply involved in the project before 
retiring last fall, said it's critical to get the 
provincial government to commit to ongoing 
support for projects that might locate in the 
Boyle Renaissance district. 





Internet 


Changing the Heart 


I have wanted to write something on paper for a while now. This 
will be a step in my life of change and learning to deal with my emo- 
tions. The one thing that has changed is I quit drinking and using 
drugs. I quit because I just got sick and tired of being just another 
drunk on the path to destruction. The path I have taken is very dif- 
ferent from what I was living before and the challenges are many. I 
am doing all this while I am sober and clean. Being truly awake for 
the first time in many years has opened my eyes to what I was doing 
to myself and those who love me. Before I get into that I must thank 
the creator for helping me, and many people along the way. Oh, I 
almost forgot to thank myself also for making a decision to live. 

I am not what you call a social drinker by any means. It don't 
take me two hours to drink a beer or stand around making small 
talk. When I drank I went full tilt 'till I could feel no pain. Because I 
drank to hide pain and those feelings of hurt I had inside of me. | 
drank to feel accepted by people and it was a tool to cope with every- 
day life. I knew I had a problem and wanted something different in 
my daily living. The problem grew worse every time | drank or used 
drugs. Hiding from pain was easy, for all I had to do was pick up the 
bottle and drink away my pain. Pain hurts when someone doesn't do 
anything about it, and it grows if not looked after. I just got tired of 
pain and all the hurt I was feeling so I did something about it. 
Instead of going back out and getting drunk, I went to a detox 
place where I knew I would be safe. I needed someplace like a detox 
and people that understood and cared about me. Something inside 


of me told me to find a way not to go back out there and do the same 
thing over again. So I asked one of the staff members who places people 


in treatment centres to find me somewhere to go, and she did. I was 
happy and not sure I wanted to go. What changed my mind was fear 
of going back out again. I just wanted change and not feeling so 
alone in my heart. It's up to the person to change for the good and 
not change for others. The only one that can change me is mest 
don't need medicati ther drugs to change, I just need a change 








of heart. I have opened my mind to life and the daily struggles to 
cope with problems. I know now that I don't need booze to deal with 
life or drugs to get that happy feeling of freedom. It all happens when 
I am open to change of the heart. 


Len Blackfox Martial 


Feel the urge to 
Splurge 


Zine Release 


Party 


At 
The Black Dog 
Freehouse 
= 10425-82 Avenue 
Sunday, April 13 


STHTIIMIM TM A rl res ir 


: Ha Ny a4 : 
Doors open 


ietae tsa bearee? i Sar 28s 
Big Rock as sponsor is donating $1 to Edmonton 
Street News in a cheque for every Big Rock pint 
sold on April 13th. : oS 

4 To get a copy of Splurge people will have a choice 

4 to donate to one, two, or all of the following: 

4 1.Cash donations directly to Edmonton Street News 

Society 
i 2.Warm Clothing donations for the Bissell Centre 
4 3.Non-perishable food donations for the Food Bank. 
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Vancouver’s High Rents blamed for death of homeless man 


Marge Michasko of Edmonton recently 
returned from Vancouver where she attend- 
ed the memorial service for her son Darrell, 
who died from burns to 95% of his body on 
January 31, 2008. While there, Marge visit- 
ed Darrell’s girlfriend, Pam, in the hospital 
where she is slowly recovering from burns 
to more than 40% of her body. Marge also 
was able to locate the spot where her son 
M slept that last night on the street. She said, 
“The papers got it wrong. They didn’t pull 
up a dumpster in front of the doorway. 
They had a sheet of plywood tied across the 
entrance.” 

Darrell, 47, and Pam, 38, were burned 
when a one burner Coleman stove ignited 
their sleeping bags and clothing while they 
were trying to keep warm sleeping in a 
Vancouver alley in freezing temperatures. 


The couple had tied the piece of plywood 
across the entrance to a doorway alcove 
where they sought shelter for the night, and 
that trapped them in the flames. Darrell 
tried to kick it down, then finally untied it, 
and they ran, in flames, to the street. The 
two badly burned people were taken to the 
hospital in serious condition. 

Pivot Legal Association of Vancouver has 
demanded a coroner’s inquest into Darrell’s 
plight, insisting that Darrell would not have 
died if housing were available to him. They 
also want to determine whether there was a 
bed available to Darrell when he died on the 
street. 

“The mandate of the coroner’s service of 
British Columbia is to ensure that no death 
is ignored or overlooked, and to attempt to 
prevent similar deaths from taking place in 
the future,” said Pivot lawyer David Eby. 
“Darrell’s death was entirely preventable 
and we don’t want the circumstances of his 
passing to be overlooked. This man died of 
homelessness.” 

Darrell was well known to Eby, and had 
stored his belongings for weeks in the park- 
ing garage below Eby’s office while he 
searched for a place to live. He had been in 
and out of housing in the year before his 
death. 

“This wasn’t a case of someone who 
wanted to stay out on the streets,”said 
David Eby. “I saw Darrell two weeks before 
and he had saved up enough money for 
a damage deposit but couldn’t find a place 
to live. He was actively looking for a home.” 


Marge said her son’s death was due to 
homelessness brought on by the high cost 
of housing - her son had been forced into 
homelessness because his government med- 
ical assistance payments were not enough 
to cover the cost of his rent. “He was living 
on the street because he was sick and the 
rents went sky high and his disability 
money wasn’t enough. He was looking for a 
place but couldn’t find one,” she said. 

There was a homeless shelter within 
three blocks of where the couple was sleep- 
ing, but it was full that night. Even if there 
had been shelter available, Darrell may 
have chosen to stay with Pam rather than 
leave her to fend for herself. In’a letter to 
Marge Michasko, Darrell’s physician, Mark 
McLean, wrote, “In the last year or so, he 
(Darrell) was with his girlfriend Pam. He 
was very protective of her and I know that 
part of the reason he stayed on the streets 
was that Pam was on the street. I think he 
would not have gone into a shelter without 
her if it meant she would have been alone 
and unprotected on the streets.” 

Pivot Legal Association has written to the 
Chief Coroner of the Coroner’s Service of 
British Columbia requesting that they hold 
a public inquest into Mr. Michasko’s death. 
Eby said, “The question is: Was there a bed 
available to Darrell when he died? When the 
coroner investigates, inevitably theyll look 
at whether he had to be out on the street 
that night.” 

By Linda Dumont 


Vancouver’s Clean Sweep in Preparation for 2010 Olympics 


With all eyes on unceded Coast Salish 
territory (Vancouver-Whistler, B.C.) for the 
2010 Olympics, corporate and government 
elites are hoping to project a positive image 
to the world. Not only will the 2010 games 
contribute to the destruction of territory 
that lawfully belongs to Coast Salish First 
Nations, Vancouver’s homeless population 
have good reason to fear being swept up by 
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ympic fervor — literally, as the con- 
ducts a “clean sweep” of public place 
dwellers, sex workers, and other marginal- 
ized people. 

The newsletter of the Carnegie 
Community Centre, published in the 
Downtown Eastside, has reported that the 
three levels of government have “set aside 
$500,000 to sweep homeless people off the 


streets.” Carnegie board member Bob Sarti 
explains, “It’s so foreign visitors won’t have 
to look at homeless people.” 

The 2005 homeless count in Vancouver 
officially recorded 1105 people (the most 
recent count just took place on March 11, 
2008). However, with predictions that the 
number of homeless people in the city 
could reach anywhere between 3,000 and 
6,000 by the time of the Olympics, those 
who will profit from the games are seeking 
ways to hide the problem of homelessness 
amidst the lavish splendor and pageantry of 
the two week event. 

As the number of affordable units in the 
city decreases, some community members 
fear Vancouver will continue forcibly 
removing and displacing the rising number 
of homeless people from high profile areas, 
and similarly criminalize the lifestyles of 
people who inhabit public places. One for- 
mer homeless person in Vancouver posted 
to the Homeless Nation website: “I am sure 
that the cops will be trying to do a ‘clean 
sweep’ ie: get rid of as many homeless as 
possible!” The Business Improvement 
Association and city council have proposed 
removing about 450 dumpsters from the 
downtown area, which would have an 
impact on the economy of homeless people 
who recycle or resell salvaged items. 

The practice of cleaning up cities for 
international events is not new. In Australia 
during the 1982 Commonwealth Games, 
the Queensland government passed an act 
to keep Sydney clean of Aboriginal “dissi- 
dents” and gave the police power to seize 
persons and property. According to 





The author of this letter likes to share his views with the honourable ladies and 


gentlemen of the Alberta Cabinet. This is one of his corre- 


spondences, written this month to the entire new cabinet appointed following the March provincial election. Watch for further letters in future 


issues of ESN. 


i) ear cabinet leaders, 


Congratulations on your new assign- 
ment to duty as members of the first cabi- 
net of this new government, the dawn of the 
next chapter of the benevolent totalitarian- 
ism of PC rule in Alberta. Premier Stelmach, 
you certainly deserve to be singled out for 
your own remarkable performance during 
the recent provincial election, managing to 
run one of the most boring campaigns in 
history, managing to destroy all interest in 
the political process to the point where the 
majority of citizens understood it really was- 
n’t worth bothering to go out to vote. 

If either the year before the election or 
the campaign itself had demonstrated even 
a spark of energy or excitement it might 
well have provoked response from people 
and generated some action but you were 
able to carefully orchestrate things to the 
point where I didn’t meet anyone who could 
think of any reason to care, except some of 
the poorest folks who are being squashed in 
the boom. Fortunately they have been worn 
down enough now that they correctly 
understood their votes wouldn’t make any 
difference anyway so they didn’t bother get- 
ting out either. 

I have enjoyed the consternation of the 
media over the results of the election. Those 
poor sorry hacks tried so very hard to get 
out a message that we were teetering on the 
edge of big changes, that vast armies of 
undecided voters were going to surprise us 
all on March 3 and come out and elect a 
bunch of Liberals and New Democrats. Jeez, 
what do they smoke sitting around their 
newsrooms? As I have been writing to you 


Professor Helen Jefferson Lenskyj, home- 
less people in Atlanta were increasingly tar- 
geted by police and governments when that 
city hosted the 1996 summer Olympics. 
The city of Atlanta targeted homeless peo- 
ple by attempting to pass a law that would 
make it illegal to remove any item from a 
county trash container (with a fine of 
$100). According to Lenskyj, in 1995 and 
1996 Atlanta instigated a clean sweep cam- 
paign, with police driving hundreds of 
homeless people out of town and threaten- 
ing them with six month jail sentences if 
they returned. Vancouver’s online maga- 
zine, The Tyee, reports the Olympic games 
have displaced more than two million peo- 
ple during the past 20 years, according to a 
2007 report by Geneva’s Centre of Housing 
Rights and Evictions. The majority of these 
evictions were the result of speculative 
development in advance of the games them- 
selves. 

As in other urban centers, homeless 
people in Vancouver refer to the lack of 
affordable housing and the inadequacy of 
shelters as temporary housing. According 
to one homeless interview respondent to a 
survey by the Greater Vancouver Shelter 
Strategy: “Going into a shelter before get- 
ting into housing is just the stupidest thing 
I ever heard — like the government is just 
trying to put us somewhere.” Another inter- 
viewee said, “People don’t want to be 
‘throwaway’ people. People want their own 
safe, affordable housing.” It would seem 
these individuals already feel as though the 
B.C. government views homeless people as 
problems to be hidden away or simply dis- 
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or months, there wasn’t the least doubt 
about the outcome of the election except 
pinning down how many seats the other 
side of the house would lose. They lack the 
slightest ability to actually listen to the good 
complacent people of Alberta, well satisfied 
with 2008’s version of bread and circuses, 
and instead of objectively trying to hear that 
story they insert their own fantasies and try 
to make them read like news. 


I’m pleased to see 
the masterful job 
of double-speak 


continues too. 


Anyway, you really don’t need to worry 
much about them for the next few years. 
Most of them will settle down fast enough. 
They might keep mumbling a bit about 
being the real opposition, since there is no 
one in the Legislature likely to be capable. 
But in fact they are lazy enough, and most 
of the newsrooms have been shrunk enough 
by the big companies that control the news, 
that theyll generally just dutifully mouth 
whatever Tom and Paul from the premier’s 
media office tell them is the story. 

Well, now you can go to it. The huge 
expansion of the cabinet was a good start, 
along with adding that batch of so-called 
“parliamentary assistants” so another gang 
could collect a few extra bucks too. Let as 
many people as possible start earning big 
bucks from the beginning since the size of 
severance pay down the road depends on 
those earnings. And pack in a lot of folks 


carded and expelled from their communi- 
ties. If we continue to see homelessness as 
a mess to be cleanly swept up, we will 
never understand and address the root 
causes of poverty and marginalization 


However, 
Vancouver’s “civic 
city” plan is to 
increase the 
presence and 
visibility of police 


amidst the plenty and profit. 

Vancouver’s rental vacancy rate is 0.7 
percent, meanwhile those putting on the 
Olympics are willing to spend $150 million 
to upgrade the roof at the BC Place stadi- 
um. Other expenditures include $5 million 
for downtown party zones with live TV cov- 
erage of Olympic events and at least $175 
million for security during the games. 
Downtown party zones would most certain- 
ly displace people who usually live in this 
part of the city. Despite the huge expendi- 
ture of hosting the Olympics (estimated to 
be $1.6 billion, including $580 million to 
build venues) only a few individuals will 
benefit, while tens of thousands live in 
poverty. According to Vancouver anti-pover- 
ty advocate David Eby, the $78.5 million 
set aside for the opening, closing and 
medal ceremonies represents the cost of 
creating 392 housing units or almost 800 if 
mortgage financed. 


who are not reasonably competent, 

on any past record, to have such responsi- 
bilities, so that will leave a pretty small 
inner circle to run things. While most of 
you are wandering about trying to get your 
business cards printed and learn where 
your offices are, the inner clique can be pol-} 
ishing up the budget for next month and_f 
you now know there will be no difficulty 
making it as mean as you want. Who’s 

going to be able to do anything about it 
now? 

I’m pleased to see the masterful job of 
double-speak continues too. Your avuncular 
platitudes about focusing on building a 
stronger Alberta and improving the lives of | 
Albertans are so reassuring. Your talent for | 
making nothing seem like something—brag- | 
ging about a “new” ministry of Aboriginal 
Relations but not having an aboriginal per- | 
son in cabinet, or your Ministry of 
Community Spirit during a time when 
everyone is either working full out to sur- | 
vive and pay the bills or is too beaten down 
to care about getting involved with commu- | 
nity activity, or your Ministry of Housing 
promised to ensure affordable housing is 
available for everyone without having a 
commitment of a tenth of the money it will 
take to do this—all this provides the proof 
of how well qualified you are to be the first 
premier of the second generation of PC rule 
in Wild Rose Country. Hollow pronounce- 
ments confidently asserted, and doing what- 
ever you like no matter how contrary to 
those pronouncements... that’s the recipe. 

Looking forward to keeping in touch as 
things unfold, yawning with the thought of 
how predictable it will all be, 


Ted White 


However, Vancouver’s “civic city” plan is 
to increase the presence and visibility of 
police; to allocate more funding for by-law 
enforcement and the improvement of police 
response to complaints; to analyze the cur- 
rent levels of “aggressive panhandling” and 
homelessness; and to improve the effective- 
ness of measures aimed at “countering 
public disorder.” It would appear the city’s 
plan is to continue criminalizing homeless 
people without addressing the causes of 
homelessness and poverty (for example, the 
rapid decrease in the number of affordable 
Single Room Occupancy units in favour of 
hotels, condos and standard rental units). 

The other option for Vancouver is, of 
course, the clean sweep. Last October, 
Vancouver’s police chief suggested provid- 
ing out-of-province “criminals” with one- 
way tickets back home: “We are actually 
talking to Crown counsel and we're going to 
get some legal advice on this,” Chief 
Constable Jim Chu told the Canadian 
Press. At the same time, as the future 
Olympic village is built to house athletes, 
the city’s most desperate homeless people 
are taking refuge beneath the nearby World 
Of Science — originally built as part of 
another global circus: Expo 86. It will be up 
to the public to monitor the government, 
police and corporations, to ensure they do 
not further violate the human rights of 
Vancouver’s marginalized populations. 


For more information and to monitor 
the Vancouver situation, see the following 
websites: <http:/ /davideby. blogspot.com/> 

By Daniel Johnson 
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Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 

















On the evening of March 3, following con- 
firmation of a landslide victory in the provin- 
cial election, Progressive Conservative Party 
leader and freshly mandated premier of our 
province Ed Stelmach delivered his victory 
speech. What I remember most about his 
performance is something he said (shouted, 
actually) three, maybe four, times near the 
end: “You can live your dream in Alberta!” I 
find it strange that the media took little 
notice of Stelmach’s declaration. In its way, 
that statement tells more about Ed Stelmach 
and his aspirations than all of his spinning 
and messaging before and during the cam- 
paign. 

The statement says a lot that is 
good about Ed Stelmach: grandson of 
Ukrainian immigrants (a distinction that I 
proudly share with him, through my mother); 
child of parents who lived through hard 
times in rural Alberta (another distinction we 
share). He was forced to abandon plans to 
become a lawyer when his father died and he 
had to take over the family farm; never lost 
an election in a political career that started 
modestly in local municipal politics; often 
underestimated, but never overcome in politi- 
cal contests. Ed Stelmach had a dream, and 
he has been able to live it. Good on him. 

The statement tells something else 
about Ed Stelmach, something darker and 
more worrisome. If he can live his dream in 
this best of all possible economic worlds in 
Alberta’s century, he seems to believe, then 
so can anyone—and everyone—else. He did- 
n’t say that. But it doesn’t take a microscope 
to read the message between the lines. 

What if my dream is not the same as 
Ed Stelmach’s and, seemingly, of a clear 
majority of voting Albertans: power to those 
who want it and pursue it persistently, 
against the odds but ultimately with the 
blessing of ordinary Albertans; abundant 
wealth and luxury for those who want it and 
work hard to get it; opportunity for those 
who see it and have the courage, and the ini- 
tiative, to grasp it? 

What if my dream involves a govern- 
ment that does not exercise power mainly to 
meet the needs and expectations of the 
already wealthy and the would-be wealthy? 
What if my dream does not involve the goal 
of extravagant wealth at any cost? 

What if my dream involves resource 
development that is planned, managed, and 
regulated with a view tothe well-being of all 
Albertans, especially of our grandchildren 









and great grandchildren, and their children 
and the physical world in which they will live 
(or try to)? 

What if my dream involves an array of 
positive spin-offs from development that are 
socially, environmentally, educationally, and 
medically (to mention only a few) beneficial, 
not just economically so? 

What if my dream involves the elimina- 
tion of homelessness in our province? What if 
my dream involves the elimination of poverty 
in what is now one of the wealthiest, most 
prosperous places in the world, but still 
(sadly) not the best place in the world to be 
poor? What if my dream involves better lives 
for children who, through no fault of their 
own, live in poverty? 

What if I cannot believe the notion that, if 
Premier Stelmach did it, so can they? Live 
their dream in Alberta, I mean. 

I could go on. But I’m sure you get my 
point: Money isn’t everything. And it certainly 
isn’t the only thing. Nor should it be. 

Money is nice to have. If you want it, go 
for it. But as you do so, please respect my 
dream of an Alberta where our land, air, 


What if my dream 
does not involve the 
goal of extravagant 


wealth at any cost? 


water, and society will be as good as, or bet- 
ter—in every way—than they were when you 
started sucking your wealth out of them. 

And please pay the costs of living your 
Alberta dream. All of them. Don’t think it is 
good enough to dump the actual and 
metaphorical wastes that your actual and 
metaphorical wealth leaves behind in actual 
or metaphorical tailings ponds that will 
remain toxic long after you and your wealth 
are gone, forcing whoever is left behind to 
pay, and pay, and pay to clean up the collat- 
eral damage caused by your wealth and your 
methods of getting it. 

There are ways in which your dream, and 
Ed’s, seem more like a nightmare to me. 

And my dream? Well, you may say that I 


don’t live in the real world. You may say that 
the results of our latest election show that 
most Albertans don’t agree with me. Perhaps. 
Though I note that candidate Stelmach made 
few, if any, mentions of dreams while cam- 
paigning. (His opponents didn’t talk much 
about dreams, either, which could explain 
why they lost: If all you can promise is to do 
what Ed is doing, only better, why vote for 
the imitation, when you can vote for the orig- 
inal?) 

I know, without question that I am not 
the only Albertan who has such dreams. 

That’s why I was impressed by a speech I 
heard on March 9, just six days after the 
election. It was given by Dr. Zaheer Lakhani 
at an event sponsored by the Canadian 
Multicultural Education Foundation to kick 
off events celebrating the International Day 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 
marked annually around the world on March 
Zils 

Dr. Lakhani is a cardiologist who prac- 
tices in Edmonton, teaches at the University 
of Alberta, and works from time to time in 
Africa to help train doctors and develop med- 
ical services. A member of the Ismaili Muslim 
community, he was among the thousands of 
Ismailis with roots in India who were expelled 
from Uganda by President Idi Amin in 1972. 
He immigrated to Canada and made his 
home in Alberta. 

Dr. Lakhani has lived an enviable dream 
in Alberta. He has achieved great success 
and, I assume, modest wealth. He has been 
active in the community, serving as chair of 
the Edmonton Police Commission and found- 
ing president of the Canadian Association of 
Police Boards. For these and many other 
community activities, Dr Lakhani received 
the Order of Canada in May 2007. 

Yet Dr. Lakhani does not assume that, 
because he has achieved his dream in 
Alberta, everyone else can, regardless of cir- 
cumstances. 

In his speech, Dr. Lakhani reminded his 
audience of the failure of the people and gov- 
ernments of Canada and Alberta to deal with 
the challenges of poverty, particularly 
Aboriginal child poverty. He likens such fail- 
ures to state violence inflicted on the poor by 
governments. 


Speaking of dreams... 


Excerpt from a March 18, 2007 speech 
by U.S. senator and candidate for the 
Democratic Party nomination to run for 
election as president of the United States. 

“In the white community, the path to a 
more perfect union means acknowledging 
that what ails the African-American com- 


munity does not just exist in the minds of 
black people; that the legacy of discrimi- 
nation—and current incidents of discrimi- 
nation, while less overt than in the past— 
are real and must be addressed. Not just 
with words, but with deeds—by investing 
in our schools and our communities; by 
enforcing our civil rights laws and ensur- 
ing fairness in our criminal justice system; 
by providing this generation with ladders 


Self Respect 
By Len Blackfox Martial 


Self respect is very important. 

If I do not respect my madness, 
How can I respect others' madness, 
The madness of my friends. 

If I do not love myself, 

How can I love my friends. 

If I do not accept myself, totally, 
Warts and all, madness and all, 
How can I accept my friends, 
Warts and all, madness and all. 
The sun shines on us all, 

The mad and the so-called sane. 
It accepts us all totally. 


of opportunity that were unavailable for 
previous generations. It requires all 
Americans to realize that your dreams do 
not have to come at the expense of my 
dreams; that investing in the health, wel- 
fare, and education of black and brown 
and white children will ultimately help all 
of America prosper.” : 

Senator Obama spoke about 
Americans for the consumption of 
American voters. But change a word here, 
another word there, and his words could 
easily apply to Canada and Canadian vot- 
ers. Or Alberta and Albertan voters. You 
do the tweaking. And the highlighting. 

—Allan Sheppard 





The earth supports us all. 

It accepts us all totally. 

The sea embraces us all. 

The rain refreshes us all. 

The night envelops us all, 

warts and all. 

The day awakens us all. 

Nature accepts us all, warts and all, 
Our sanity and our madness. 

God created all, and accepts us all. 
Can we reject what God accepts. 

It was not God that rejected us, 

But so-called human society, 

The society that has rejected God and 
Love, 

And embraced materialism. 

Only see that we do not reject ourselves. 
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Mom Remembers Clifford Olson 


Doreen Penner, known to friends and 
family as Doe, lived in Vanderhoof, B.C. the 
summer of 1979. 

She was dating Jim Calder, known as 
"Squirrel." Jim and Doe were working that 
summer for BC highways, Squirrel painting 
the center line, and Doe driving the truck 
laying the bright orange cones to help pro- 
tect the new paint on the highway heading 
south of Prince George toward Quesnel, B.C. 

During those long days, Squirrel talked of 
his good friend Clifford, who lived in Surrey, 
B.C. and looked forward to connecting with 
him so his new girlfriend Doe could meet 
Olson. Doreen recalls Squirrel always saying 
how intelligent Clifford was. 

With weekends off, Doe and Squirrel 
decided to go into Surrey, BC and catch the 
soccer game between the Whitecaps and 
Seattle. They got a room at the Dell Hotel. 
Squirrel gave his friend Clifford a telephone 
call to join them for beer and conversation. 


Words! 

words! what do they mean? 
do we know what we say to each other? 
you interpret these words? 
are they to the point! do they linger in your 
mind? 
are they poetic, rythmic? 
are they translated, colloquial, deceiving? 
how are you! 
no not war with you! 
hypocrite, no contrite, why so? 
how to repair this damage caused...with 
words 
better not to speak 
_than be heard and misunderstood! non- 
sense, 
we owe it to others, communication is godly 
we only reach consensus 
if we talk, interpret, repair, hear our faults, 
we all err, to err is human! words, only 

but 
words kill, maim, destroy 
one quote... 
one word... 
one chance! 


Raymond Jean-Marie Barriere 
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Upon meeting Olson at the bar, Clifford 
asked the pair over for a barbecue he was 
having the next day. It sounded good, but 
after that the center line crew would have to 
head back to work. 

Doreen recalls that barbecue and meeting 
Clifford Olson, saying "he seemed like a 
smart guy, had a nice wife" - still remember- 
ing her name was Joan. They appeared to be 
normal people, parents to a little 4-year-old 
son, with a nice home life, good food and fun 
to be had. 

Clifford and Squirrel went off alone to 
talk. 

Doe tells part of the conversation she 
overheard that day while on her way to use 
the bathroom. It was centered on Squirrel's 
car that Olson had borrowed from him earli- 
er. Squirrel had concerns about "the blood 
stains that were in his trunk," and Olson 
said it came from a "deer he had killed" and 
hauled the carcass home "in the trunk" of 
Squirrel’s car. Clifford went on to say that 
he "did his best to clean up the blood." 

Doreen listened to the conversation only 
briefly, then re-joined the party out of doors 
around the barbecue. 

This sounded probable, since it was cus- 
tomary for her family to haul wild game 
home in their trunk during hunting season. 

Clifford Olson later became known as the 
"Notorious Child Serial Killer" and was self- 
proclaimed as the "Beast of B.C." He was 
labeled as a sick-minded person, who heart- 
lessly killed three young boys and eight girls. 

He was charged with 11 murders back in 
1981. Olson sold information on the dump- 
ing sites of his victim's remains for a huge 
cash settlement. The money received for 
each body was given to his wife Joan (Olson 
himself was not allowed to profit from it). 

Olson has now served 26 years, and will 
be asking for parole this year. Clifford Robert 
Olson Jr., has spent most of his life in jail, 
being a career criminal and thief. He will die 
behind bars. 

In remembering the conversation, my 
mom wonders just what kind of “animal” 
Olson had killed that left blood stains in the 
trunk of Squirrel’s car. 

This conversation has been retold by my 
mom Doreen Penner many times over since 
that warm summer day, when she shared a 
barbecue with a serial killer name Clifford. 

By Sharol Penner 
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Edmonton East 


GOOD NEWS FOR THE POLISH-CANADIAN COMMUNITY 


Peter Goldring, Member of Parliament for Edmonton East and 
vice-chair of Parliament's Canada-Poland Committee, was 
pleased to announce that Canada’s Conservative government 
has removed the travel restrictions requiring Polish citizens to 
obtain a visa to visit Canada. 


The Edmonton announcement was made March 1 at Mr 
Goldring’s constituency office with 25 members from the Polish- 
Canadian community and MLA Thomas Lukaszuk. Minister of 
Citizenship and Immigration Diane Finley made her announce- 
ment in Toronto the same day. 

“This is in keeping with Canada’s Conservative government's 
great initiative to be much more engaged throughout the world, 


facilitating improved trade and commerce,” Mr. Goldring states. 
The move makes traveling to Canada much easier for Polish 
friends and family of Canada’s substantial Polish Canadian dias- 
pora. 


“lam especially pleased to have this come to fruition after sev- 
eral years of promoting the idea in Parliament while working ex- 
tensively with central and eastern European countries for mutual 
benefit.” 


Visa restrictions have also been lifted for citizens of Slovakia, 
Lithuania and Hungary. In 2006 temporary resident visas were 
issued to 33,363 Polish citizens, 6,385 Hungarians, 3,780 Slova- 
kians and 989 Lithuanians. 

“This is something that the 800,000 Canadians of Polish ances- 
try have been calling for,” Mr. Goldring states. “It will certainly 
benefit family and business travel between our two countries and 
recognizes the long and historical partnership between them.” 


The move makes sense, Mr. Goldring says, since Poland is 
Canada's largest trading partner in Central and Eastern Europe, 
with more than $1.2 billion in annual trade between the two 
countries. “It is also a country with shared values,” he points out, 
“a member of the European Union and NATO.” 


There are about 70,000 people of Polish ancestry in Edmon- 
ton, giving the city the largest Polish-Canadian community out- 
side Ontario. 

Visa-free status for Poland and the other three countries takes 
effect immediately. 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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I’d like to talk about incense, which is 
burnt during Easter midnight mass and at 
Christmas. Incense is very sacred as it repre- 
isents the essence of Jesus, which comes all 
over me when I smell it. Incense is the smell 
of a home being built literally and figuratively 
|when you surround yourself with family. 
|Easter and Christmas are times for family and 
friends. Jesus was born at Christmas and 
/hung on the cross at Easter for all of us. He 
}was a human being like all of us. He is part of 





We are in front of Bissell Centre, where 
one of many services enables employment for 
hundreds of men and women every year. We 
sing, “When I was weary you helped me find 
rest, when I was searching, you answered my 
quest.” We could add “When I was working so 
hard for so little, you spoke out on my behalf, 
so that my hard work would be enough to 

earn a living for me and my family.” 

Just last week, I had a conversation with a 
woman at the checkout counter in a nearby 
store. It was almost 9 p.m., and she looked 
tired. I asked, “Are you glad your day is 
almost over?” Yes, she said, she had been 
working 14 hours, at two jobs—today, like 
every day. One job, she said, was to pay the 
rent and another job to pay for everything 
else- food and clothes and bus fares and 
school costs and everything else for her and 
her 3 kids. She was glad to have work. But... 
was this the Alberta boom? 

On April 1, April Fool's day, minimum wage 
goes up to $8.40 an hour. At 40 hours/week, 
that is $1450 per month, before deductions, 
before taxes. Before the prescriptions for the 
child with diabetes. Dental work? Get it 
pulled. Forget about owning a reliable car. 
Don’t even think about a vacation. Hockey, 
lessons? In your dreams. Savings for an emer- 
gency? Retirement plan? That’s for the other 





people in Alberta. The other people. Not for 
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our family, the head of our family, also our big 
brother. He looks out for all of us and is part 
of our inner spirit. This for me is my emotions, 
the way I feel towards people, places and 
things. 

Family is Sam, the toiletry lady at the street 
church my husband, and I go to every 
Sunday. I help myself to food, clothing and 
some spiritual food for the soul. When the 
pastor speaks to us about the Old and New 
Testament, I find this very spiritual and uplift- 
ing for my heart. These lovely people who vol- 
unteer at the church gave us a beautiful set of 
dishes and helped us carry them all the way 
home. The toiletry lady might be able to help 
out with a microwave oven, coffee maker and 
a set of mixing bowls, which we so desperately 
need. Those people are what I call Christians. 
They always have an encouraging and kind 
word or help us literally. They have supported 
us through our rough times, during our home- 
lessness by being there for us, always lending 
an ear, hand or kind word. They have even 
gone so far as to, on a regular basis, buy the 
Edmonton Street News from us. By doing so 
we are able to have a supper of milk and food 
for the house. 

It sure feels great to snuggle in bed 
and have a place to call home. Our rent is 
high. Bills have to be paid and groceries 
bought but at least we can say what we have 
is ours. 











them. 

I’ve heard people argue that the poverty 
line is an inflated number, that it’s way too 
high. But full-time, minimum wage- $1450 a 
month- for a family of four is only one-half the 
poverty line! How many would love to make it 
even up to the poverty line? 

I’ve heard people say that so very few peo- 
ple are actually working at minimum wage 
anyway, that it really doesn’t matter. How 
many people are working at minimum wage? 
70 000 in Alberta. 70 000 are too few to 
worry about? 

Who is the employer who pays such a 
wage? He is just a businessman trying to be 
successful in a very competitive economy. Not 
a. bad person, perhaps he really cares about 
his employees. But he’s just one part of an 
economy that has winners and losers, and he 
is trying not to be a loser. 

And why is the minimum wage kept so 
low? It’s all part of a system that favours the 
very wealthy and does not budge to make 
allowances for those who work hard but are 
still poor. A system with powerful people who 
play golf together, who dress up in suits and 
satin dresses and go to fancy balls to raise 
money for worthwhile charities, but who then 
agree to make laws and policies that keep the 





I pray to Jesus that it can only get bet- 


ter for it can’t get any worse than it already 
has been. I’m truly thankful for the family I 
have. If it weren’t for them, I’d probably be 
dead by now. Spring has sprung; the birds 
wake me up every morning reminding me of 
my daily tasks. I’m so thankful I’m alive. 

Each day brings a new beginning as | light 
my incense; I am reminded of the good things. 
I am a walking medical miracle and more mir- 
acles can happen. Let Jesus always be a part 
of me and me a part of the Lord. 

Don’t worry about tomorrow because we 
don’t have it yet, and don’t worry about yes- 
terday because it has passed. All we have is 
today. Let’s make the most of it. There are 
only parts of the day that are bad, and some- 
times we get parts of the day that are great. 
Let us live in peace and harmony with each 
other and with the earth. Love each other as 
us. Remember the golden rule, and follow the 
Ten Commandments as a guideline to keep 
things sane in our lives. Believe me, you don’t 


want to be insane, then you’re locked up in isola- 


tion and sometimes they throw away the key. 


The only thing is they didn’t know that I could ~ 


escape from a straight jacket (dubbed little 
Miss Houdini) at the Surrey Memorial Hospital 
in BC. Or I would still be there. 


Let your conscience be your guide if you — 


have one. Love conquers all. Peace be with 
you and a Happy Belated Easter. 
By Marie Murchie 





workers. 

And who is the woman working at two jobs 
just so her family can live from day to day? 
She is your sister. She is your neighbour. 

She is the daughter of a loving God who bitter- 
ly laments how she cannot benefit from the 
abundance that God has so lavishly provided 
to this richest province in the country, no 
matter how hard she works. 

She is the friend of Jesus, who suffered 
and died because he demanded justice in a 
world overtaken by wealth and privilege, a 
world 2000 years ago, yet so much like Alberta 
today. 

She is standing beside you, invisible, 
courageous, discouraged, weary, hopeful... 
hoping and praying that as we remember 
Jesus’ tortuous walk to the cross, people of 
goodwill will be his voice, calling out for justice 
for the poor, demanding changes in a province 
that can afford to make a place for all to be 
cared for. 


Let us be thankful we live in a place where © 


we can speak out. Unlike Tibet, or China, or 
Myanmar, or Sudan or many other countries 
where you risk your life and the lives of your 
children when you speak out for justice, we 
can speak safely. We can vote. We can talk to 
our elected leaders, and when enough of us 
talk with enough persistence, they respond. 
We have a voice and we can carry on Jesus’ 
holy work even now, even here. 

We close with this prayer: 

God of compassion, we lift up to you the 
struggle of those who labour long and hard 
and still cannot rise from their poverty. 
Crucified Christ, fill our lives with your jus- 
tice. 

God, you who are the just judge, move the 
hearts of leaders to make decisions that give 
the poor what they deserve. Crucified Christ, 
fill our lives with your justice. 

O God, you call each one of us to do our 
part, with boldness, with courage, with Jesus 
as our example and guide. Crucified Christ, fill 
our lives with your justice. 

Amen 
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